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Portuguese, what could be easier than to occupy the throne?
Then Aloadin could whistle for his kingdom. Why then did
he write to Aloadin? Utimuta Raja, as we have seen, was
a man who considered every eventuality. If he found no
opportunity for exterminating the white men, and it was
Aloadin that reconquered Malacca, then Utimuta Raja could
still claim the credit of having offered help.

Utimuta Raja's scheme seemed flawless. So it might
have proved, had it not been for his opposite number Nina
Chatu.

Ruy de Araujo's friend Nina Chatu had been placed in
high authority by Albuquerque, as chief of the non-Moslem
merchants of the town. We gather that Nina Chatu had no
love for Utimuta Raja, and he too had some tricks up his
sleeve. How he managed it we do not know, but he inter-
cepted his rival's letters to Aloadin and duly passed them
on to Albuquerque.

The Governor locked up the documents and concentrated
even more upon the fort. He could not deal with Utimuta
Raja's tribe until the building was advanced enough to be
defensible. Meanwhile he told nobody what Nina Chatu had
discovered and met Utimuta Raja with unaltered coun-
tenance. Every day he heard complaints about the Javanese,
not only from the heathen but from Utimuta Raja's brother
Moslems; he was proud and tyrannical and the people of
Malacca hated him. Albuquerque waited till the fortress
was two storeys high; then he sent for the man and his sons
and arrested them all.

Confronted by his letters, Utimuta Raja beamed. Of
course he had written them! It was his motives that had
been misunderstood. Did not Albuquerque see that here was
a cunningly worked-out plot to entice Aloadin into their
power? Possibly a Malay might have accepted this excuse,
but such elaborate treason within treason is too complicated
for the European. Utimuta Raja and his descendants were
tried in accordance with the laws of Portugal and condemned
to be beheaded as traitors.